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DETAILED ACTION 

This first Office Action is in response to Applicant's Originally filed Application in 

this case. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

States. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
sawyer {4. 1 50.808). Sawyer teaches each feature of the claimed invention as shown 
in the attached red marked-up copy of Sawyer's Figure 5 and 6 (sheet 2 of 2). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

forth in section 102 of thistrtle. "f t*^^ 'l^fi^"^,^^^^^ been obvious at the time the 

the prior art are such that J^'Jl^^'Tf^ „t '^^^^^ to which said subject matter pertains. 

'pTn^Si^nh^^rt^^^^^^^^ 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
sawyer (4.150.808). in view of Peshkam et al. (U.S. Pub. 2001/0032430 A1). Sawyer 
teaches each feature of the claimed invention except a polymer composite material. 
Pashkam. however, teaches a glass fibre reinforced polymer (paragraph [0053]. line 3). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
have constructed Sawyer's panel of a composite polymer as taught by Peshkam as an 
obvious design choice since numerous composite materials may be used equally 
satisfactorily. 

Claims 4 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thompson et al. (5,768.829). in viev. of Sawyer (4.1 50.808). Thompson teaches a 
plurality of panels for constructing a building having an opening comprising a frame for a 
window. Thompson does not teach each feature of the structure of the claimed panels. 
Sawyer, however, teaches the structure of the claimed panels. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have constructed 
Thompson et al's. buildings with Sawyer's panels as any of a number of panels of 
different design may be used successfully to construct Thompson et al's. building. 
Regarding claim 20. the foregoing references teach each step of the claimed invention 
except providing schematics. It. hov^ever. would have been ob\«ous to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to have provided schematics in order to give 
instruction to build a complicated assembly of structure having numerous parts. 

Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Khan et al. (5.327.699). in view of Sawyer (4,150,808). Khan teach a plurality of panels 
for constructing a building having a 45 degree angle miter cut (see Figure 28). Khan et 
al. also teach a conduit (84) (col. 4. In. 68). Khan et al. do not teach each feature of the 
structure of the claimed panel. Sawyer, however, teaches each feature of the claimed 
panel. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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invention to have constructed Khan at al's. building of Sawyer's panels as numerous 
panels of varying structural design would function similarly in Khan et al's. building. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sawyer 
(4.150.808). Sawyer teach each feature of the claimed Invention except a panel having 
a length dimension equal to the width dimension or a length dimension twice the with 
dimension. It, however, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to have formed Sawyer's panels of different dimensions as a 
number of polygonal shapes of varying proportion would function satisfactorily. 

Claims 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sawyer (4.150.808), in view of Zuhl (5.922,236). Sawyer teaches each feature of 
the claimed invention as discussed above except a plurality of vertical ribs intersecting 
the plurality of horizontal ribs at a 90 degree angle. Zuhl. however, teaches this absent 
feature. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have added additional perpendicular ribs to make the panel more 
structurally stabled. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sawyer 
(4.150.808), in view of Zuhl (5.922,236) and Draper et al. (4.168.924). Sawyer and Zuhl 
teach each feature of the claimed invention as discussed above except construction of 
the panels from a polyolefin material. Draper, however, teaches construction with a 
polyolefin material (col. 7, line 68). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to have constructed Sawyer's panels from a polyolefin as 
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taught by Draper as many suitable materials would be equally suitable for construction 
of Sawyer's panels. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sawyer 
(4,150,808). in view of Zuhl (5.922,236) and Peshkam et al. (U.S. Pub. 2001/0032430 
A1 ). Sawyer and Zuhl teach each feature of the claimed invention as discussed above. 
However. Sawyer and Zuhl do not teach a panel containing a glass fiber additive. 
Pashkam, however, teaches a glass fibre reinforced polymer (paragraph [0053], line 3). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
have constructed Sawyer's panel of a composite polymer as taught by Peshkam as an 
obvious design choice since numerous composite materials may be used equally 
satisfactorily. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 17-19 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. '699 to Wu et al.; and '854 to Emmert. The 
foregoing references each teach panels for building construction. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kofi A. Schulterbrandt whose telephone number is 
(703) 306^096. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie A. Braun can be reached on (703) 308-2156. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
(703) 872-9326 for regular communications and (703) 872-9327 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1113. 



Kofi Schunerbran* SWERvSi wSawiNB. 

March 4, 2003 




